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POE'S COTTAGE.

i‘.DuAH A,

Eale of the House in Which the Poet Wrote
Some of His Famaos Pleces

The cottage st Fordham in which Edgar A

be wrote some of his most famous pooms,
potably “The Bulle™ “Anpabel Les™ and
SUNanme.” the purchase of which some
monthy oo by Edward Fearing Gill, Poe's
Lisgrapher, is smid to bave fallen throogh, is
ome of the most intarestine sights abont New
York to ope tnterestind in literary relics. The
sottage and (arm on which it stands were pur-
chased for £4.257.50. It was Mr, Gili's ntes-
tion to have the bullding pressrved so {ar as

walon ar nnwﬂ’ !
-'14 per |

The mést tragic pars of Edgar A Poe's lifs

was enacted in this Fas was a de-
ecendant of Cromwall. son of an act-
res, born whils his ta were members of

& theatrical compeny, be early showed a
most extracrdinary prococity. He was
adopted by Mr. Allan, & rich
ho went to school in England uldl.i.ld,md
Iater entered the University of Virginia, but
be contracted heavy gambling debts, and bis
guardiap, in consequence of Poo's wildness,
placed bim in hiscoun room, where, how-
ever, Poe did mot stay ., pref=rring to
ssek his own fortune. Hewuu: to Boston
and started out on his liverary caresr, Fi-
pally becoming discouraged, be enlisted in
the army, waa lately discharged through the
efforts of his friends, wrote a story which se-
cared a prize of £100 from The Saturday Vis-
ftor, and becams editor of The Southern
Literary Maguszive, whars he wrote some of
his best ghort stories.  In 1885 be married bis
covsin, Virginia Clemm, a girl 14 years old
In 1837 be went to New York and lved in
straitened ciroumstances for two years. In
1580 be went w Philndeiphis and becamas as-
sociate editor of W. E. Barton's Gentleman's
Magazine, and after that editor of Graham's
i In 1844 Poe returned to New
York with his wife aud her mother. Ho be-

| emupe convected with The Mireor, and it was

in the columns of this peper that *‘The Ra-
ven" first appeared, altbough Poe's pame
was not then attached to it

“The Raven" established Poe's fama. At
this time his wile was dying of comsumption,
the poet himself was In failing bealth aod so
poor that it wis ouly through the essistance
of friends they managed to exist.

Mrs. Gore Nichols, bersalf an author, thns
writes about the Poe household: 1 saw her
(Virginis, Poe's wife) in her bedchamber,
Evervthing wes so neat, so purely clean, so
geant and so poverty striciien. There was no
ciothing on the bed, which was only straw,
but bad & white counterpans and sheets, The
weather was ould, and the sick lad v bad the
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dreadful ehills thut pany the hect
fever of consumption. Bhe lay on the bed
wrapped in her busband's great coat, with &
large tortoise shell cut in her bosom, The
cost and the cat were the sufferar’s ouly
means of warmth.”

Mrs. Nichols, on ber retwrn to New York,
snlisted the sympathies of n number of kind-
hoarted persons in ac effort to reheve the
Poe family. A subscription was raised, and
bedclothing and other arvicles were sent to
Fordham,

A statement of the poet’s poverty was pub- |
lished, and the facts became widely known,
Comforts were sent to the cottege, which

aided moeh in making smooth the last hours
of poor Virginin. She died on Jan. 30, 1847,
There was 6 quiet funeral, and Mrs Poe was
buried in the tamily vault of the Valentines

| at Fordham, but her remains were sobse-

posdble Tromn tae eneoom wits of tims.

The presoit enissirai e Bteoll
s mock the samw as it s Poe hired it
bt the sur=aondiog W hen
Pos Hived in 12 in 1540 i ooiin Wiis un-
gotted, aaud the farin botses wore Tow and far
betwiesy.  Now it s i) sl nits of the civy
of New York Eoprae Flold, moa recont
pusher of Awerio s Uas brought to light an
aconunt of wn | 1z wvigit minde 1o the
oottags Ly Jirs m ool L . nod e
sopibed by bor i 2 voluine an “Echnes
ol the . ijetie Nuziste of Jersay City™
(1882 WOW T e SO aXT

“Fard! 1 ke an  inconspdouoos p'\r'lll'm of
Kew York city, s few 'niles north of Harlems |

In less thnn thirty-five min
vl bishiesd.
Waerossed the

river. ¢ & #
utes the rids wan ace
a walk af nearly half o mile

railroad tracic, and a wide, dusty street, and
thest mscends | n pictnresgue hill, upon the
veary Lo ww of which stands the house
where Foo weote *The Raven.” [This 15 an
error. “Toe Boveu” was published on Jan.
20, 1815 bw Foe moved to Fordbam.] 1

*h strucic me the more
Ive mite or il: quiint an-
tiquity. The galde end is parually v sheltered
from the streat by an aged chorry tree, and
pear and apple trees of & former generation
hover about on other «des, like sentinels on
duty. The fonco, which incloses both house
and grounds, s loed with liac and cur
rant bushes * * * ‘This is the room
whore Mr. Poe did bis writing,” our guide
sid *Wa bave not been bere ong enough
to fix up the pimce much. Thers are

searcely kuow wii
forcibly, its dinunul

TOR'E CNTTAGE,

twn rooms on this floor. end two rooms above,
but the house is fellof Bl ciosets and nooks,
and ls more roomay than it sems' Bhe cor-
tafnly did open doors in most unexpected
places. * * ¢ Two windows to the north
openad upon an exceptionally beautiful land.
n summer, and 8 wide expanse of im-
w spow in winter; and two wisdows
to the south swept the prefty ganden and
Balds besnnd. * * * In thelr season, the
perfumas af many flowers, and the musie of
birds and bees fillad the sir which fanned his
brow. The chamber whers Poe siept, and
swhere they say s mother-in-darw wsed o bock
bim ap for Qavs Lagetaer, was upstairs Dy
had a roofed calling, with a sharp paint in
the center sic). Aty the cast end was & Ligh
wooden mant<i, with s small squars window
on each side of it, nad there was a little one
pane window uniler the agves, to the south
¥ eye fell upen the door, with its gqueer lit-
tie old fashicned pacels, and last century's
latoh two-thirdsol the way tothetop, & & @
“That was Mr Fos's cowhotse over thers,
said the yomng woiuan, polntisg towards a
Htls inclosure wvne six feed aguare in the
aide of Lis ledgn "

Then came |

nently tuken to Baltimors and interred
civue by the remsins of the nost,

Poe stawi porth until 1530, During this
time, although poor, he managed to Inu.p
from starving. His mind was fliied with the
idea of starting a new magarine, but he
never snocoeded i doing so. In 1349 be went

i, vuiting Riclmond, the seene of hia
ehildhood, and an hiz return he sto
at Baitimers,  He disappeared, but was ‘{de-
Iy founii by his [riends in that city, He died
The manner of the poot's
o ‘m? Iy always remain in obscur-

it of a debauch, and thot be died

in delirfum tremens; others deav this No

ono denies, howsver, that be was owe of

Amdvica's greatest poeta
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Ume Yomr Eyes Careinlly.

Sit erect in your chalr when reading, and
gA ervet when writing as possible  [f you
besd downward you not only gorge the eyes
with blood, but tiie brain ns well, and both
muffer The same rule should apply to the usa
of the microscops. Get one that will enabie
you o loolt at things borisontally, not always
vertically

Have a reading lamp for night use. N. B
—In ronding the light should be on the bock
or paper und the eves in the shade. If you
bave no reading lamp turn your back to the
light, nnd you may read without danger tc
tho eyes.

Hold the book et your focus; if that baging
to got fur away get speotacies.

fire

Avold straining the eyes by reading in the |

gloaming

Beading in bud s injorious asarule. It
must be admittad, bowever, that in cases of
gleeplessness; when the mind is inclined o
ramble over a thousand Lhooghts a minute,
reading steadies the thoughts nod conduces to
slesp.

Do not read much in a railway carriage. 1
mysell always do, however, only in a good
light, and | invariably carry a good reading
Inmp to book on behind me. Thousands of
people woaid travel by nizht rather than by
day if the companies could only see their way
to the exclusive use of their electric hght

Authors should bave black ruled paper in-
stond of blue, and should never strainthe eyes
by reccling too fne Lypes

The bedroom biinds should be red or gray,
and the besd of the bed should be toward the
winaow

Those ladies who not only write, but sew, |
should not attempt the black seam by night

When you come toan sge That suggesisthe |
wearing of spectacies, ot no fuis mxdesty |
prevent you from getting a pair. If you bave

only ome ey, .o eyesias will do; othorwise
itis f-)lis.—{.‘m s Magarine

Fleotricity in House Lighting.

The sucronchment of eieciroity npon gas
in house lighting is increasin More and
more private residences are being wired for
nail lighted by electricity r day, and this
is the case more especially m small uod grow-
ing towns than it is in lorge cities, Little
towns like Marshall, Tex, Vicksburg, Miss.,
and the small towns of the {ar west are fall-
ing into line and availing thomselves of overy
fresh lmprovensent that will inereass the re-
turns from investment snd enhance the worth
and reliabilicy of the light {tseil. In the New
England states this condition of things taday
shitains to s noticeabla extont.  Belenes, com-
menting on the foregoing, very traly says:
The question now is bow to distribute the
elsctricity with & fair profit on the invest-
ment. Among the, methods making rapid
<trides s that of the distribution of electricicy
by means of the alteroating current. The
very tvpe of mschine which the muthorities
eousider s -‘a'lp rous to life will no doabt be

that wizlch will eventually solve the problom
of universal elsotric howss lightivg. The cur-

rent in the outside mains is of a high pres-
ure-~1,000 volis or more, &5 the case mar ba
This current is transformad by moans of the
converter to a lower potentisl and carried
into houses at the safe and low pressare of
ouly 50 or 100 volte

FParental Troubles

Two swallows bad built their nest ondsr |

the ceiling insids & oarrisge houss the doar of
which wans wiwaye open.  Oue day the owner,
in1 order to prevent the fowls from entering,
closad the gutss @ the nbeence of the parent
swallows, who wers buxly fiying about {or
rood for their little oues in the nesi. A trap

door lending to a guruer above, the window |

of which was alwavs wide open, bad been left

open on parpase to secars an entranes for the |
birds, who presently returned, examined the |
eracks of the doors and windows of the car- |
riage houss, but did not find the new en- | -
The door was then opensd nnd shut |
after them &8 soon us ther were uside.  Afrer |

IrARne.

a vory short time they found tueir way out
through the trap doo# acd Lbe garner win-
dow, bat whan they camne back sgmin they
did not taice B matter quite 35 calmly. For
o long time they fluttared about before they
ventured to fiy tnto the windows and down |
through the opsn Sap door. As the emd of |
seversl bours, bowever, ther saw it was the
enly way to get to their brood snd took to it
without any more besitation The fact shas
they hesitated, adds the wriser, is significant.
Tt shows that ther =vre loth to trust to the
mew way bafore shey ware swre that it was

Avoid reading by the Sickering light of the |
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